THE DARK AGES
during the whole summer that stable contained eighty-
three persons besides a horse. ... In Glasgow fifty
per cent of children died under five years of age. . . .
In the first forty years of the nineteenth century some
three hundred and fifty thousand strangers were
suddenly huddled on the banks of the Clyde, where
they suffered periodical decimation by typhus. . . .
The Rev. Dr Lee testified that he had never seen such
misery as in his parish, where the people were often
without furniture, without everything, two married
couples often sharing one room. In a single day he
had visited seven houses in which there was not a bed,
in some of them not even a heap of straw. Old
people of eighty years slept on the board floor, nearly
all slept in their day clothes. ... In the Spring
Circuit Court in Glasgow, 1864, Hugh Gray, for
stealing a woollen lorry cover, gets eight years penal
servitude; Mary Love, for stealing three yards of
drugget from a hedge, gets six years; a man, Dogherty
by name, gets three years for stealing a cloth cap from
a shop door; Jane. Campbell steals fourpence-ha'penny
in copper, and gets fifteen months; but Alexander
Still, for killing a man with a poker, gets off with six
months. . . . Property was sacred, not life. . . .
Cobbett says that the agricultural labourer is wholly
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